The Gothic Histories of Jordanes and Isidore
The De origine actibusque Getarum of Jordanes, written in the middle of the sixth century, is the first extant self-conscious history devoted to a barbarian people, and thus the first object of study in the present monograph. The second such text, the Historia Gothorum of Isidore of Seville, is similarly devoted to the history of the Goths, but arises out of a completely different context. This chapter thus not only examines the first two extant barbarian 'national' histories, but also demonstrates that already in these first two texts there were quite contrasting methods of approaching the problems posed by the barbarian past. The first section of this chapter is introductory, providing an overview of the historical background of Gothic history and contacts with Rome; this is followed by detailed readings of the presentation of the barbarian Gothic past in both histories, in each case preceded by introductory sections on the authors and the context of their works; the chapter concludes with a section comparing the methods and purposes of Jordanes and Isidore.
The Goths and Rome: Historical Background
From the mid-third century, the Goths regularly came into conflict with the border legions of Rome.1 Unfortunately, most sources that refer to Goths in this period are themselves of a later date, and thus not entirely reliable. Pan. lat.: vi[vii] .ii,2). 3 Earlier references to peoples with names passably similar to "Goth": Pliny's Naturalis Historia (Mayhoff, ed. 1892 -1909 xxxvii.xi,35 : "Guinoes"); Tacitus's Germania (Ogilvie and Winterbottom, eds 1975: xliv,1: "Gotones") , and his Annales (Heubner, ed. 1983: ii,62 : "Gotones"); Ptolemy's Geography (Stückelberger and Graßhoff, ed. and trans. 2006: iii.v,20: "Γúθωνεζ") . On Jordanes's relation to the early sources, see Christensen (2002): 22-39; 40-1; 47-51; 230-49; and Coumert (2007): 33-7 ; and see further the discussion below, with additional references at nn. 16, 33, and 36. Jerome (pl 28: col. 1000) and Orosius (i.xvi,2) also might confuse Goths and Getae. For a critical account of modern quests for Gothic origins, see Kulikowski (2007 ): 43-70. Teillet (1984 : 17-112 presents a detailed analysis of Goths in Roman letters, but should be approached with some caution due to the imprecise use of terms like "nation" to apply to this period, and an undue reliance on a stark dichotomy between Roman and barbarian. 4 On Ammianus as a historical source, see the references given above, Chapter 1, n. 73.
Overviews of other sources of Gothic history from the fourth and fifth centuries are given in Christensen (2002): 47-51; 230-49; Coumert (2007): 37-43; Heather (1991): 71-83; and Koch (2012) : 34-50. The relevant material for the fourth century is conveniently presented in translation in Heather and Matthews (trans. 1991) . For more detailed analysis, see Teillet (1984) : 113-60 (on Orosius's depiction of the Goths); 161-252 (on other Roman texts dealing with Goths up to the end of the fifth century).
